


Q: Does the new Relationships Education and RSE curriculum take 
account of my faith?

A: The subjects are designed to help children from all backgrounds 
build positive and safe relationships, and to thrive in modern Britain.
In all schools, when teaching these subjects, the religious background 
of pupils must be taken into account when planning teaching, so that 
topics are appropriately handled. Schools with a religious character can 
build on the core content by reflecting their beliefs in their teaching.
In developing these subjects, we have worked with a number of 
representative bodies and faith organisations, representing all the 
major faith groups in England. Several faith organisations produce 
teaching materials that schools can choose to use.





Q: Will my child be taught sex education at primary? This is too young.

A: We are not introducing compulsory sex education at primary school.
We are introducing Relationships Education at primary, to put in place 
the building blocks needed for positive and safe relationships of all 
kinds. This will start with family and friends, how to treat each other 
with kindness, and recognising the difference between online and 
offline friendships.
Some primary schools choose to teach sex education (which goes 
beyond the existing national curriculum for science), and in those 
instances we recommend schools to discuss this with parents regarding 
what they propose to teach and how. If parents have  concerns, they 
have an automatic right to withdraw their child from these lessons.



Q: Will these subjects promote LGBT relationships?

A: No, these subjects don’t ‘promote’ anything, they educate.
Pupils should be taught about the society in which they are growing up. 
These subjects are designed to foster respect for others and for 
difference, and educate pupils about healthy relationships. RSE should 
meet the needs of all pupils, whatever their developing sexuality or 
identity – this should include age-appropriate teaching about different 
types of relationships in the context of the law.
Pupils should receive teaching on LGBT relationships during their school 
years - we expect secondary schools to include LGBT content. Primary 
schools are enabled and encouraged to cover LGBT content if they 
consider it age appropriate to do so, but there is no specific requirement 
for this. This would be delivered, for example, through teaching about 
different types of family, including those with same sex parents.
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